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URBAN CHANGE. THE PROSPECT OF TRANSFORMATION

On a spring day in April 2008 | sat in an airport
lounge with Olgierd Dziekonski, then a minister
in the Ministry of Infrastructure now a minister in
the Presidential Chancellery, and Anna Tibaijuka,
then the Executive Director of UN-HABITAT and
Undersecretary General of the United Nations
(today the Minister for Housing and Member of
Parliament in Tanzania). As we were waiting for
AnnaTibaijuka’s flight to be called for departure we
got round to discussing what UN-HABITAT could
do for young people starting their careerin urban
planning and development. Olgierd Dziekonski
gave us the idea of an annual summer school that
could be used not only to exchange ideas and
transmit knowledge and experience but also to
build a network of such young planners.

The idea of the European Urban Summer School
was born.

At first, bearing in mind that the remit of the
Warsaw Office of UN-HABITAT | manage is the
region of Central, Eastern and South-Eastern
Europe, | began to think about organising an
event for these regions. Fortunately in late 2009 |
met Izabela Mironowicz from the Department of
Architecture at Wroctaw University of Technology
and we began to think together on how this event
could be organised. Izabela managed to persuade
me that such an event should be pan-European.
She was right. Europe does not begin and end at
the borders of the European Union. And the spirit
of the United Nations and UN-HABITAT has always
been to be inclusive, not to build new divisions or
ghettoes. It was agreed that the European Urban
Summer School would be open to students and
tutors from all European countries.

The final decision to go ahead with the school off
the back of some funding from the Warsaw Office
and some funding from the Region of Lower Silesia

came in the winter of 2010. We had very little
time and lots to do. Fortunately Wroctaw people
don't believe in time constraints and we moved
at break-neck speed to start the recruitment of
participants and tutors and to prepare a full and
exhaustive programme for the School.

| must thank most warmly Izabela Mironowicz
and her team at the Department of Architecture
of the Wroctaw University of Technology for the
tremendous effort that was put into preparing
a stimulating event. | must also thank the
administration of the Wroctaw University of
Technology for putting up with UN procedures
and apologise for the hair loss they probably
cause. l also want to thank all the tutors who came
and not only taught but also participated in the
school. Finally | want to thank a great bunch of
inter-disciplinary people, the participants of the
European Urban Summer School who worked
extremely hard and with great imagination to
complete the cases. It is thanks to you that this
publication can appear. It is thanks to you that
the European Urban Summer School took place.
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