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Outline of the talk

1. HE pedagogic practices in 
the EUP Frame

2. Reflections on legitimacy 
for planning & for HE

Figure 14.1 Model for engaged urban pedagogy.  (Natarajan & Short 2023, p.259)



Race and space: A pedagogic intervention 
 Yasminah Beebeejaun & Catalina Ortiz
Queering the built environment curriculum

 Celine Lessard, et al.
Co-designing educational assessments with students and 
external partners
 Gemma Moore & Maria Xypaki
Engaged pedagogy, informality and collaborative governance 
in South Africa

 Stuart Paul Denoon-Stevens, et al.



Inclusive practice in design of HE

Making matters visible via 
sharing on: 

• Experience in the room

• Contemporary hierarchies 
in situ

Demonstrating solidarity in 
HEI by:

• Encouraging inquiry & 
openness

• Existing norms & 
hierarchical effects

inclusion / co-pro / scaffolding
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Planning imaginations and the pedagogic value 
of external guest speakers
 Lucy Natarajan & Mike Raco
Co-Producing Planning? Neighbourhood 
Planning as the Context for Participative 
Pedagogy
 Elena Besussi & Sue Brownill
Podcasting and Collaborative Learning Practices 
in Placemaking Studies

Silvia Gullino, Simeon Shtebunaev & Elodie 
Wakerley

Adapting the Civic Design Method to digital 
learning and collaboration with communities

Pablo Sendra & Domenico Di Siena



Inclusive practice in delivery of HE

EUP with process of curation; nurturing reflexive practice + 
knowledge sharing; & reproduction of research-led teaching 
cultures & associated scholars’ concerns

e.g. “In a context of creeping financialisation …topics covered by 
speakers give increasing priority given to specific practices 
surrounding value-capture, contractual negotiations, and the 
determination of project viability” (Natarajan & Raco, 2023)



Co-production and the pedagogy of exchange: 
lessons from community research training in 
Birmingham
 Sara Hassan & Liam O’Farrell
Role play activities: a methodology for 
transformative participation.
 Teresa Strachan
City-to-city learning as impulse for engaged urban 
pedagogy
 Raphael Sedlitzky & Fernando Santomauro
Building together and co-building the city: Do it 
yourself!

Dominique Lancrenon, Stephan Hauser, 
Patrick Le Bellec & Melia Delplanque



Inclusive practice of embedding HE

Showing diversity & hybridity 
of actions: 

• Adapting practices to 
engage others

• Opportunities for impact

Creating spaces for 
experimentation: 

• Learning within and beyond 
universities

• Students taking on 
educational tasks

Strachan – Canny Planners
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Legitimacy as critical inquiry

Exposing complexities inherent in: 

• Trends in practices & ways of 
thinking

• Contemporary powers in urban 
context

Demonstrating ‘situated ethical 
judgement’ (Lennon, 2017) by:

• Live exchange & intellectual risk-
taking

• Questioning & taking questions

Photo by Yeshi Kangrang on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@omgitsyeshi?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/person-sitting-on-top-of-the-building-PM_VwL2ypes?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash


RTPI on ‘Probity’ https://www.rtpi.org.uk/practice-
rtpi/2020/january/probity-and-the-professional-planner/



Context of pragmatic legitimation

Opening–up as participation
Gains per student attending HE 

(DfE 2020 compared to non-graduates)

• to exchequer is £110k M / £30k F

• lifetime earnings is £430k M / 
£260k F

Universities associated with societal 
uplift 

(Resolution Foundation 2025 report)

• Regional GDP

• Heath outcomes

Headline findings: England HE participation

(ONS 2025, for academic year 2022/23)



& entrepreneurial accounting to place

Multiplicity of actors - 
enterprises/institutions/organisations/in
dividuals (Kempton et al., 2021; 
Raagmaa & Keerberg, 2017) aligned 
around a value proposition or affiliated 
to a platform/focal actor (Adner, 2017)

Directed towards economic uplift- 
‘superior economic performance’ of a 
place through complementarity and 
networks (Fernandes & Ferriera 2022) 

Eco-systems’ spatiality - geographically 
determined /primarily consisting of 
place-based activity (Volkman et al. 
2021)

Regional anchor institutional 
activity: knowledge transfer, 
generation of skilled workers, 
engagement in local 
economies

Models for universities’ 
territorial engagement: 
collaboration with place, 
driving change strategically 
embedding in context



& flat expectations of knowledge

Typically focused on knowledge production of research

• Output from basic research, e.g. research joint 
ventures (Audretsch and Link 2019), innovative 
platform offer / collaborative centres, 4/5 Helix 
(Carayannis 2017)

• Tech transfer offices (Schaeffer & Matt, 2016) , Open 
Innovation initiatives (Sekliuckiene et al. 2016).) – 
setting up in service, Multiple directed actions (Huang 
Saad et al., 2017) – commercialising knowledge

& dependent on spatial bound relationships 

• e.g. in context of HE campus (O’Flynn et al., 2023)
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Figure 14.1 Model for engaged urban pedagogy.  (Natarajan & Short 2023, p.259)



HPF Charter – HE Cases

Habitat Professionals Forum 2024
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