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My “Diary” article in 1987 records the formation of the Association of European Schools of Planning, AND of the Scottish

Torquay United Supporters Club (which has not proved as long-lasting).

The article was Qrst published in Planning on 11 December 1987 and is reproduced with the kind permission of the editor.

To see more of my old columns for Planning check out the “Flashbacks” pages this website.
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Amsterdam. cameherelast
Thursdayfortheinauguralcon-
gressoftheAssociationofEuro-
peanSchoolsofPlanning.Ithas
rainednon-stop.Havingbeenborn
andbredinManchester,swaddled
inasou'westerandplasticmac.I
haveaparticularaversiontoforeign
rain.

Not out of chauvinism;
Amsterdam's rain matches
Salford'sbestconcoctionsininten-
sity,varietyandwetness.Quitesim-
ply,whenIgoabroad,Iexpectthe
suntoshine,evenatthistimeof
year.Whenitdoesn'tIfeelcheated,
notelated.bytherealisationthat
othersdon'tactuallyenjoybenefits
deniedtome.
Still.evenintherain.Amster-

dam,thisyear'sEuropeanCityof
Culture,doeshaveacertainsome-
thingthatcannotbefoundinSal-
ford,andwhichwillstillbeelusive
inGlasgowwhenthatcitywears
theEuropeanculturalcrownfor
1990.
Ihavethemorningfree,so
headforBijlmermeer.Thispublic
housingestateonthesouth-east-
ernedgeofAmsterdamwasbuiltin
the1960sandearly1970s,housing
about25,000people.
Themassivezigzagoften-sto-
reyslabblocksprobablylookedex-
citingonthedrawingboard,but
Bijlmermeerquicklybecameaby-
wordfortheproblemsoftheouter
estates in the Netherlands.
haven'tseenitsince1973,butAm-
sterdamnowhas60,000unem-
ployed,andI'veseenplentyofde-

PresidentKlausKunzmannofDortmundUniversitydemon-
strateshowtodoshadowrabbitstotheAssociationofEuro-
peanSchoolsofPlanning

Bijlmermeer-ten-storeyzig-zagslabblockswithpondandplay
area

pressedhousingestatesonthe amidthefascinatinglatticeoftiny
edgeofBritishcities. streets.Todaythethreattocommu-
Thevisualcluessuggestthat nityislessfromplanningthanfrom
Bijlmermeersharessomeofthe marketforces.Onabriefvisitinthe
characteristicsofBritain'souteres- raintheJordaandoesnotlookas
tates.Carownershipislow.in- gentrifiedasI'dfeareditmighthave
comesarebelowaverage,people been.
queuetousethepublicphones, SoIheadforSchipolandhome,
therearesignsofahighchildpopu- headywiththerediscoveryofpaths
lationandthere'sgraffiti,theresi- Ihadtroddensolongago.The
dentsaredisproportionatelyblack. broad-basedcommunityactionin
Butthereisn'tthesenseofde- defenceofplaceandclasswhich
spairandisolationthatyougetin ActionGroupJordanpractisedin
Britain.Thepublichonesactually theearly1970sstillseemsanex-
work. There is a substantial emplarforaplanningpracticethat
pedestrianised shopping centre isparticipatoryandredistributive.
withawiderangeofbig-namere- Planningshouldbeaboutco-op-
tailers.Ican'tseeanyboarded-up erativeworkingtomakeplacesbet-
orburnt-outflats.Industrialunits terforthosewholivethere.Such
arestilloccupied.Ittakesmeten planningshouldbeeducativetoall
minutestogetbackintotownon thoseinvolved,anditshouldbe
themetro fun.Intheendthevictoriesof
IgetoffatNieuwmarkt,where Amsterdam'sactiongroupswere

redevelopmentforthemetrowas onlypartial,butvictoriesarescarce
bitterlyresistedbyactiongroupsin andshouldbecelebrated.Ibuya
the1970s.Theirconfrontationswith bottleofieneverattheduty-freeto
theriotpolicearecommemoratedin prolongthereveriethroughthelong
afragmentedmuralonthemetro winternights.
wall.
Scenesfromthestrugglearede-Monday
pictedbetweentumblingbricksas
thehugeironballofthedemolition My13-year-olddaughterAliceis
menhitsthewall.IsthisDutchtol- doingalocalhistoryprojectat
erance,oramementotoheroicre- school.She'stryingtofindout
sistance,orawayofneutralising abouttheUnionCanal.whichruns
andincorporatingurbanprotest,or fromEdinburghtoFalkirk.Thewa-
allthree? terwaysboardrangerforthecanal
CompletingthenostalgiaIvisit isgivingatalktotheCorstorphine
theJordan,onthefringeofthe LiteraryandGeographicalSociety.
citycentre.Inthe1970sIhad IdriveAlicetothepublichallin
friendsinactiongroupshere.They theeminentlymiddle-classEdin-
wereopposingredevelopment burghsuburb.wherethesociety
thishistoricworking-classdistrictof meets each Monday evening
tallcanalhouseswithprecipitous throughthewinter.Itisacoldnight,
staircases.Theywon. andIexpectedthattherewillbe
Therehasbeensomeinfill,but about20peoplethere.Infactthere
thestreetmarketsarestillthere are200,andtheroomispacked
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