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Professor Gert de Roo (1963) is full professor in Spatial Planning and Head of the Department of Spatial
Planning and Environment at the Faculty of Spatial Sciences, University of Groningen, The Netherlands. He is
responsible for a Bachelor programme on Technical Planning, the Master Environmental & Infrastructure
Planning and the Master Spatial Planning at the University of Groningen. The main parts of his research
focuses on the development of decision-making models supporting choices concerning interventions within
the physical environment, on relating complexity thinking and planning theory, and on managing transitions
of space. His latest book is on complexity and planning, titled A Planner’s Encounter with Complexity. De
Roo is also responsible for three programmes in Spatial Planning (one Bachelor and two Masters) at the
Faculty of Spatial Sciences. De Roo participates in various national and international associations and
organisations, all of them having in common the physical environment, quality of life, sustainability and
urban development. Among others, he has been Secretary General of the Association of European Schools of
Planning (AESOP), and still is the coordinator of the AESOP Thematic Group on Complexity & Planning. His
also was co-chair of the International Urban Planning and Environment Association (UPE). De Roo is editor of
the Ashgate Publishing Series on Urban Planning and Environment, the Ashgate Publishing Series on
Planning Theory, and is the founder of the SDU series on spatial planning.
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Throughout the years AESOP has been the association for planning schools in Europe it has been a strong point of
reference to scholars within the field of spatial, physical and urban & regional planning. It is not just the annual
conference allowing scholars to meet and interact, it also embodies the spirit of a European planning that appreciates
difference and a wide variety among schools and their backgrounds. This variety is the most obvious when visiting
one of the annual conferences, as these are always held in the academic environment of the hosting planning school.

AESOP has been capable of reinventing itself several times, often with good results: the Young Academics, networking
& communications (with a smashing new website as its latest offspring), various important prices, a growing number
of Thematic Groups (of which | am proud of being the founding father), guiding mechanisms for Schools being in a
process of evaluation, the Head of School meetings, and a lot more...

It is a delight to see the AESOP organization moving ahead. | strongly believe AESOP, strong and innovative as it is, is
a factor of importance to us all in building up confidence we need as scholars to participate in the various debates. To
me it is not surprising that various European scholars are leading within our discipline. This particular aspect of
building up confidence is important to me as it is a stepping stone to sharing new ideas and identifying new routes to
be explored by our discipline, amongst others represented by various AESOP Thematic Groups which might become
corner stones to the debate. Once the argument to start Thematic Groups within AESOP was the need for AESOP to
become more than an annual conference. Thanks to these working groups, and also to the Young Academics, the
Head of Schools meeting and such, AESOP has indeed become more than ‘just’ a mechanism to have annual
conferences.

In this tradition | would like to move on, emphasizing the importance of scholars to become actively involved in the
various interactions, actions and activities supported by AESOP and to take responsibility in new initiatives. Which
could mean more reflection to developments within our discipline (what routes will lay ahead of us, beyond the
functional and communicative periods). This could be embedding stronger the group of academics in between the
‘founding fathers’ and the Young Academics. These could be stronger linkages with journals and book series,
identifying new themes which strongly relate to planning however so far being ignored, such as the energy transition,
the rise of a leisure economy, and more. The need or desire to pay attention to those countries and schools in Europe
not being part of AESOP yet. And what about considering through AESOP connections and interactions between
European spatial planning and spatial developments in Asia and South America. | believe it is also important to
emphasize our lecturing programmes, which are more and more under pressure due to crises (economy, housing, and
so on), transitions within policy systems and the continues integration of the discipline of spatial planning within large
and multi disciplinary faculties and school, while we could make ourselves more resilient to outside influences if we
are willing to share ideas about planning education, its programmes and the visions on which these programmes are
build. ‘Excellence in Teaching’ is always been appreciated by AESOP, however there is far more to share then
outstanding lectures.

Overall | would like to see the presidency being a driving force behind processes of innovation and renewal, in support
of AESOP being a platform out of which progress emerges.




