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25 Anniversary Celebration 
(proposal by Izabela Mironowicz and Giancarlo Cotella) 

 
 
With over 150 members, AESOP is the only representation of planning schools of Europe. 
Given this unique position, AESOP strengthens its profile as a professional body. AESOP mobilizes its resources, taking 
a leading role and entering its expertise into ongoing debates and initiatives regarding planning education and 
planning qualifications of future professionals. AESOP promotes its agenda with professional bodies, politicians and all 
other key stakeholders in spatial and urban development and management across Europe. 
 
25 Anniversary gives unique opportunity to the AESOP to promote its goals and mission as well as strengthen its 
position within Europe. 25 Anniversary creates also special conditions for recognition of AESOP and undertake new 
activities as well as broaden its cooperation with other planning bodies and organizations. 
 
From the organizational point of view AESOP needs to structure its activities and define main goals to be achieved in 
respect of this very special year. Presented framework consist of Agenda for ‘Anniversary’ 2012 Year, New Visual 
Identity, which should be a part of more wide AESOP Corporate Communication Strategy, AESOP special presents and 
gadgets and last but not least AESOP Anniversary Publications and Events. 
 
 
Agenda: 

2011: 

June, Perth: Introduction of the new Visual identity as a base for the 25th Anniversary Visual 
Identity, call for activities (CoRep, Genral Assembly, webpage) 

October: Anniversary clock starts: visual change of AESOP webpage, new ‘anniversary’ headers 
on the emails, documents, envelopes, etc. 

November (???), Volos ExCo Meeting: Acceptance of proposed activities, approval of the final 
list of celebrations 

 
2012: 

1st January: special issue of the Newsletter AESOP at the 25! 

January: Celebration starts – official meeting in Brussels; President invites guests from our 
Partner organizations and from EC for presentation what AESOP has achieved and what our 
plans for the future are. Official presentation of AESOP Objectives 2012-2015. First meeting of 
former presidents. Formation of the AESOP 25 Anniversary Board to define vision for the next 
25 years (consist of former Presidents and invited members – list to be discussed) 

February: AESOP Anniversary European Urban Winter School 

(???) March: YA Conference (when they actually have their conference – this year this was 
February...; this issue needs to be coordinated with YA)  

7-8 May: Heads of Schools Meeting (see: Events) 

11-15 July: 26 Congress in Ankara (see: Events) 

Autumn (October???): we need a small event... need to look for something… Maybe ‘regular’ 
European urban Summer School is a solution? 

End of the year: meeting somewhere (Brussels again or Dortmund as our ‘place of birth’?) 
Declaration for the next 25 Years 
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Improving AESOP Visual Identity:  

Special 25 Anniversary AESOP Visual Guidelines 
Extended opportunities and higher adaptability of using the logo and the name of AESOP 
Guidelines for internal use (ie. for thematic Groups, Committees),  
Covers, documents, corporate paper, envelope format, certificates, presentations format, etc. 
25 Anniversary special flyer 
New 25th Anniversary flag – special edition for the events 
AESOP 25th Anniversary Stand / Visual Presentation 
List of 25 Anniversary Events  

Gadgets and presents: 

covers, folders, notebooks, markers, pendrives, T-shirts, stickers (pricelist to be presented 
during the ExCo); 
specials: AESOP 25 Anniversary Champagne 
do we need others???  i.e. cufflinks, pins, mugs, hats, scarfs, etc. 

Publication(s): 

Short reminder(s) in each disP; 
CoRep members to produce the 'anniversary paper' to the national journals; 
Planning Education in the new format – special issue; 
25th Anniversary Yearbook with the special statement from the 'funding fathers', paper on 
history of AESOP, 2012-2017 Objectives; 
Short 25th Anniversary text to be published in different journals  
Info on our partners webpages (this year AESOP celebrates its 25th Anniversary… on the 
webpages of our partners: ECTP, ISOCARP, IFHP, UN-Habitat, but also ESPON, GPEAN, EURA, 
RSA, etc.) 

Events: 

Coordination of European events and be present at every important meeting to promote AESOP 

Special celebration at our usual events including: 

Heads of Schools meeting: Session on AESOP history; 
Congress in Ankara: Presidents' session (round table?) – new vision for the next 25 years; 
AESOP Opera (?), Anniversary Cake & Champagne 
European meeting in autumn... ??? again Brussels? How to offer our resources for Europe 
(meeting with European officials, debate on DG for Urban Affiars DG?); 
New links: ESOPN? EURA? 

New activities:  

Two meetings starting and summing up Anniversary Year (Brussels – Brussels): AESOP 
Declaration of Brussels 
proposal of the new arrangements for EC for Urban Affairs 
diffusion of excellence in teaching  
Special edition(s) of the Thematic Groups meetings. 
Special edition of the prizes (grand prix? For 25th years?)  
Nomination of the new honorary members 
Milestone project board (?) 

 


