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2012 AESOP will celebrate the 25 anniversary. This makes it possible to experience policies that have been important 
for the successful development of AESOP and activities that have been fruitful for supporting AESOP member schools. 
Based on this there are always new policies and activities to take on and earlier ones to improve.  
The outcomes of the plan 2007-2010 are newly evaluated and next the prospects for the coming years towards 2013 
were formulated. The present report will first briefly describe the status of the objectives 2010-2013 and then outline 
the objectives 2012-2015. 
 
Objectives for the period 2010-2013 added objectives unti l  2015 
AESOP’s general mission is to promote the excellence of the planning experience and knowledge with regards to 
education, research and management of planning schools. Within this general perspective, the central objectives 
towards 2013 has been focusing on the development of the AESOP support system of quality assurance for planning 
schools (1), on the quality improvement of AESOP’s regular activities (2), on the external promotion of activities and 
external liaisons (3), and on the further professionalisation of AESOP’s organisational performance (4). The status of 
the objectives 2010-13 is described in Italic after each item. 
 
The added objectives is presented in underlined bold fonts 
1.  Developing comprehensive support systems on behalf of the quality assurance of 

the education, the research and the management of planning schools.  

Items: 

• Deepen the understanding of the unique object of planning knowledge (guarding the disciplinary 

roots of planning studies); - This is an always on-going policy of AESOP which is focused at the 

AESOP Head of Schools meetings.  

• Stimulate in all activities the two faces of planning knowledge in both ways: both the rooting in 

practical experiences and the promotion of scientific valorisation of planning education and 

research; - This is a policy that will be followed up in the mission of quality assurance. 

• Develop comprehensive quality assurance support system for planning schools; including a 

platform for quality support of competitive schools, and safeguarding the quality of education 

and scientific work; - The quality assurance support system for planning schools is started. 

• Implement the new facility of ‘qualified and reflective advice’ to local schools by AESOP Pool of 

Experts; The Expert Pool is searching members for building-up the pool. 

• Definition of joint quality standards, introduction of joint assessment processes, joint curricula 

development and exchange among planning schools; - This will soon be developed by the 

leading group of Expert Pool.  
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• Provide open European platforms for competition and mutual exchange in education, research 

and management; AESOP applied for EU support to enable professional exchange (ERASMUS 

program); - The application failed, a revised application will be submitted. 

• Collect and disseminate information about cultural differences of national planning schools and 

about the differences in regulation of planning schools; - This is partly done by the questionnaire 

about the Bologna process done by Simin Davoudi. The value of a regular follow-up of the 

questionnaire is to be discussed.  

• Overstep the borders of academic environment by providing information about the best 

practices, problems, models, methods and specific experiences from the planning environment; 

- This is provided by partly the Excellence in Teaching Prize and partly in the Planning Education 

Series. This will be further developed. 

• Stimulate Life Long Learning initiatives (European research application): - Life long learning has 

been focused at more Head of Schools meetings and can be further supported by the Expert 

Pool.  

• Support the member schools to bridge the gap between theory and practice within the 

educational programs and courses. 

2.  Quality improvement of AESOP activit ies (conferences, thematic groups, etc.)  

Items: 

• Complete the handbook of organising AESOP conferences, including various requirements to 

stimulate a prolific learning climate (paper requirements for presentation, review procedures, 

distinguishing the quality of papers, track chair meetings); - The main handbook of conferences 

is finished and a handbook of PhD Workshop is under development.  

• Discuss with editors of planning journals the characteristic basis of planning knowledge in 

planning journals; search for ways to raise ISI ratings; - Is started has to go on with the 

planning journals close to AESOP mission. 

• Develop handbook of guidelines for thematic groups. Stimulate thematic groups to develop as 

research networks with their own seminars and conferences, with joint research initiatives and 

good relationships with qualified journals. With their own PhD groups. Transparent information 

of thematic groups on AESOP web; stimulate the conceptual and methodological base of 

research initiatives. – The support of the thematic groups has been successively developed. The 

handbook has still to be done.  

• Stimulate the professional and practical experiences of thematic groups and YA initiatives (such 

as joint meetings with ISOCARP); Has started and will be an on-going activity.  

• Establish AESOP related summer schools (start Wroclaw September 2010); - Is established.  
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• Promote the awards for excellent performance of education and research (continue PhD 

bursaries/ awards); An on-going activity 

• Promote the AESOP Series on Planning and Education: - Will be further discussed and decided.  

• Develop a handbook for Head of Schools meetings. Build up an electronic web presented 

document where the outcome of research and education from each Head of Schools 

meetings will be successively developed.  

 
3.  External promotion of activit ies and external l iaisons 

Items: 

• Take a proactive role in the joint platform of European planning associations in order to promote 

the planning profession in social and political ways (milestones of century project). Develop 

transparent exchange of information between planning associations: - On-going activities with 

e.g. ECTP. 

• Joint research with ECTP into legal options of European legislation with respect to professional 

recognition and access of planning professions in European states; - Started can be further 

developed.  

• Joint seminars young professionals ISOCARP and young academics AESOP; - Has started with 

representatives from each organisation participated the others events.  

• Joint task group with ISOCARP on the interrelationships between supply and demand of planning 

knowledge (what practices expect from schools and vice versa): - Has to be further developed 

at joint meetings.  

• Promote AESOP’s role in GPEAN and other bilateral joint initiatives of planning school 

associations around the globe: - Ideas from AESOP will be discussed at GPEAN meeting in 

Perth as a start of the development.  

• Promote involvement of European planning schools in QA activities in EHEA providing 

comprehensive information about new educational policies; - Has still to be done. 

• Further develop AESOP’s cooperation with ESPON. 

• Promote AESOP/GPEAN cooperation with UN-Habitat in planning educations in a global 

perspective. 

4.  Professional organisation 

Items: 
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• Professional and interactive use of web (for exchange of information, for uses of investigation, 

for marketing and sponsoring); - The new AESOP website is now in use and will successively be 

further develop as an interactive tool for the committees and all members.  

• Integrate new planning schools and planning schools in upcoming countries (f.i. central 

European planning schools); - An on-going activity 

• Joint policies and joint promotion of planning discipline within the new platform of European 

planning associations. – Discussions have started and will be further developed and 

implemented.  

• Clarify distribution of tasks according to the draft of new Charter. Improve administrative 

routines in relation to the Charter.  

 

 


