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3.3 Urban planning control strategies
The planning idea of Harbin's early garden city and the unique form of the road network have 
created a wide variety of view corridor in the city. The recognisability of the linear pattern in 
the city usually comes from the spatial perception of the residents. Therefore, the protection 
of the axes and corridors in the historic urban area should be based on visual guidance, 
construction control, restoration and shaping of a distinctive urban image.

The linear pattern of the Harbin Historical Centre is preserved, and the form of the city roads 
and squares is still present, which provides the basis for strengthening its spatial 
characteristics. The enhancement of the linear pattern in the city is divided into two aspects: 
one is to control the capacity of the historic city based on the visual landscape, focusing on 
the visual landscape of the central historic nodes and the visual landscape of the axial 
roads.The other is to sort out the street interface of the axial space, including the improvement 
of the street façade and street greening. It is expected that through the combination of the two, 
the urban axes and landscape corridors will be clarified to enhance the recognisability of the 
spatial characteristics.

In terms of architectural capacity control, through the study of the different psychological 
feelings generated by different visual distances and angles between people and the built 
environment, the height of the background environment of the architectural groups at the 
central historical nodes and the height of the buildings on both sides of the axes and roads are 
controlled, to shape the landscape characteristics of the historical space. First of all, when 



viewing architectural details, the angle of elevation of 45° is the best viewing angle; when 
viewing architectural groups, the angle of elevation of 18° is the best viewing angle, which is 

when viewing historical 
buildings and groups of historical buildings, respectively (see Figure 5-b). For example, when 
controlling the capacity around Central Avenue, in order to strengthen the architectural form 
of the axial interface, the background heig
Avenue is 15m, so the height of the new buildings along the street should be lower than 15m 
in principle, and the height of the background buildings should be increased according to the 
distance from the centre line of the road. Secondly, according to the scale of the street outline 
in the urban area, the building height restriction conditions outside the road red line are 
determined (see Figure 5-c). On both sides of the urban main road, the upper limit of height 
control is 16m in the range of 100m outside the red line of the road; the upper limit of height 
control is 24m in the range of 100-200m; and the upper limit of height control is 50m beyond 
the range of 200m. On both sides of the urban secondary road, the upper limit of height 
control is 12m in the range of 50m outside the red line of the road; the upper limit of height 
control is 24m in the range of 50-100m; and the upper limit of height control is 50m beyond 
the range of 100m. In summary, the above analysis results in the building height control map 
of the historic urban area (see Figure 5-a).

Regarding street interface management, the control of the road red line is changed to the 
overall management of street space. Existing planning, design, and specifications for the road 
red line within the cross-section, municipal and landscape requirements, and the lack of both 
sides of the building interface and open space are the overall considerations. Therefore, based 
on restricting construction activities within the red line of the road, the building interface 
should be regulated, including all kinds of illegal private construction and plaques protruding 
out of the road, to ensure the smoothness of the sight line within the corridor. Coordinated 
planning of street green space facilities, open space, activity facilities, etc., to meet the traffic 
capacity demand and promote the integration of street and neighbourhood development. 
Restore the early Harbin street greening forms, such as street gardens, courtyard greening, 
etc., beautify the axes and revitalise the corridors to achieve the role of pedestrian flow 
guidance so that the connecting paths of the historical elements in the urban areas of the 
recognisability of the overall linear pattern to strengthen the overall pattern.



4.Conclusion
Spatial characteristics in historic districts represent the systematic combination of spatial 
elements, shaped by historical stratification and embodying profound spatial meanings. This 
paper adopts a historical perspective, using space syntax as a quantitative tool to analyze 
Harbin's urban morphological characteristics and evolutionary patterns. Given the current 
urban form, this study suggests focusing on two main aspects for future urban planning and 
preservation: controlling the intensity of building constructions and clearing streets.

The proposals aim to achieve a scientific and sustainable approach to the preservation of the 
spatial characteristics of historic districts. By employing space syntax, we can effectively 
quantify and understand the complex interplay between Harbin's historical timeline and urban 
space, offering a strategic basis for preserving the city's unique architectural heritage and 
texture. This approach not only ensures the protection of significant historical elements but 
also facilitates the functional modernization of the city, balancing heritage conservation with 
contemporary urban demands.


