


• Faced with rapid and massive transformations, urban planning 
practice is compelled to change its core principles. Once land 
consuming, it must now be attentive to land take dynamics. Once 
delivering rigid infrastructural projects, it must now cater for 
increasingly diversified and everchanging needs. Once relying on 
massive resources, it must now find ways to mend the urban 
fabric without depleting much. Planners have to look ahead when 
it comes to buildings inherited from modern times or big events 
like the Olympic Games and adapt them to the challenges of the 
future. But how to plan today the inheritance of future 
generations? Planning differently becomes all the more difficult in 
a world of emergency and uncertainty, where short-termism, 
urgency and endless experimentation prevail. Catering for space 
reversibility, planning with a frugal attitude, caring about humans 
and non-humans, for the living and non-living... such guiding 
principles could help to deal with the urban fabric left "after the 
game", while planning "ahead of the game". 
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Ahead of the game
Reversibility, sufficiency and care in the context of urban transitions





Aesop’s world café



Walking (and 
talking) on 
Grenoble



Juliet Davis
The Caring City



Ben Davy
A planner walks into a bar 
(Ben’s version)



Group Work 



Juliet Davis & Jean-Michel Roux

Noa Schumacher & Laure Brayer  

Adriana Diaconu & Frederic Santamaria

Myriam Houssay & Renaud Le Goix   

Thematic Workshops
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