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ID of InPlanEd
InPlanEd aims to develop a transferable Collaborative 
Educational Prototype towards Integrated Approaches 
in the Planning of Inclusive, People-centric and 
Climate-resilient Cities. 

Target groups:

1. HED students of planning-related schools from 
different disciplines: The future generation of 
practitioners

2. HED teachers, trainers and educators in general, in 
the planning-related schools from different 
disciplines

3. Practitioners/professionals in urban, 
transportation and environmental disciplines & 
Technical Officers in Public Administration/City 
Authorities



• Depart. of Geography and Regional Planning, National Technical University of Athens: 
Responsible for Urban Mobility Planning and GIS-based approaches (link)

• Commonspace, collaborative – interdisciplinary planning and design group: Responsible 
for Participatory approaches for mapping and planning the urban space(link)

• Society and Urban Form lab, University of Cyprus: Responsible for Urban 
planning/design and Evidence-based planning aspects (link)  

• AESOP, European Association of Planning Schools: Responsible for exploring the 
competence framework of planning-related schools and assessing the developed material 
and course (link)

• Noumena, Design & Tech Services: Responsible for Evidence-based planning and 
providing expertise on cutting-edge planning-related technologies (link)

Partnership

https://www.survey.ntua.gr/en/departments/geo
https://en.commonspace.gr/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/surf-research-lab/
https://aesop-planning.eu/
https://noumena.io/en/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/surf-research-lab/
https://aesop-planning.eu/
https://www.survey.ntua.gr/en/departments/geo
https://noumena.io/en/
https://en.commonspace.gr/


Literature Focus: Inclusive, people-centric, and 
climate resilient cities

THREE 
PILLARS



Approach

Needs Analysis

• Identifying  the 
different 
Competency 
profiles in the 
multidisciplinary 
field of planning

•Curriculum analysis 
in the field of 
integrated planning 
approaches to 
identify needs and 
gaps

Didactic material 
and resources

•Development of 
didactic material 
and open 
educational 

•Configuration of 
InPlanEd Open 
Learning Platform

Development and 
Piloting of InPlanEd 
COIL Course 

•Development of 
InPlanEd COIL 
course on 
Sustainable 
Integrated Spatial 
Planning 

•Piloting and 
Assessment of the 
developed InPlanEd 
COIL course

Lasting Effect

•Revise the InPlanEd 
COIL course based 
on the received 
feedback 

•Guide on how to 
develop a COIL 
course for 
integrated planning 
approaches



Researching the needs in the field 
of integrated spatial planning



Researching the needs in the field of integrated planning



Needs assessment in integrated 
planning approaches



Soft skills

• Public speaking
• Participation and civic engagement 
• Teamwork / Problem-solving / Leadership
• Time management
• Critical thinking
• Paper writing

especially, Participation and civic engagement 
(Facilitation / Mediation / Conflict resolution / 
Focus groups).

Hard skills

• Graphics, 
• Geodesy and topography, 
• Software/Programming/Modelling, 
• Assessments, financing, and 

econometrics, 
• Policy analysis,
• Urban design. 

Needs assessment in integrated 
planning approaches: skills



Needs assessment in integrated 
planning approaches: curricula

• Weakness in evidence-based planning

• Extremes of urban mobility

• Participatory planning horizontal

• Project-based coursework

• Exposure to the labour market

Dedicated session

Dedicated session

Workshop

Group assignment / relevant case study

External speakers / tools from practice



Didactic material and resources



Developing the material and resources for 
InPlanEd COIL Course



InPlanEd Open Educational 
Resources

Multiple Open Education Resources on Integrated 
Planning were developed: 
• InPlanEd definition kit consisted of corresponding 24 

definition cards as attractive illustrations of the glossary
• The InPlanEd Data Sources: Consisted of pan-European 

datasets, but also of datasets particularly relevant to the 
local context of the Universities piloting the course 
(Athens and Nicosia)

• Lecture Summaries, including learning outcomes and 
references, available both in English and Greek

• Case Study Summaries, from Greece, Cyprus and 
Internationally, also functioning as good practices, 
available both in English and Greek

https://www.inplaned.eu/definition-cards
https://www.inplaned.eu/open-data-sources
https://www.inplaned.eu/case-studies












InPlanEd COIL Course on 
Integrated Spatial Planning



Developing and Piloting InPlanEd COIL Course



InPlanEd COIL Course
InPlanEd COIL course on Integrated Planning: 
• Developed as a MSc-level course of 13 weeks of 8 ECTS
• It was piloted by NTUA+UCY during Winter Semester 

2024-2025 formally attended by 28 students in total
• It includes lectures, fieldwork, participatory workshop, and 

supported groupwork for the student collaborative project
• All lectures published at InPlanEd YouTube Chanel 

gathering 845 Views and 51k Impressions
• InPlanEd Open Learning Platform (in English and Greek)  

acting as the common project repository and the virtual 
learning environment of the InPlanEd virtual exchange

• The InPlanEd Open Educational Resources published in 
InPlanEd website

https://www.youtube.com/@InPlanEd
https://helios.ntua.gr/course/view.php?id=6190
https://www.inplaned.eu/open-educational-recources


September 2024 January 2025

October 2024 January 2025

September 2024 December 2024

NTUA

UCY

Asynchronous Synchronous Asynchronous

Timeline



Participation

UCY
23 students

5th Year 
Integrated 

Architecture 
Elective
8ECTS

NTUA
5 students
MSc Elective

8 ECTS

External
1-5 students

Mixed backgrounds
Participation 
Certificate



Lifelong learning

1. Via UCY Lifelong Learning Centre

2. No possibility of hosting a full course > 
sessions split into 9 three-hour sessions

3. Accreditation of ECTS could only happen if 
payment was made > would need academic 
senate approval to provide accreditation on a 
free course



Lifelong learning



Site visits



Learning outcomes: 
field-specific
1.Comprehend key contemporary urban issues and challenges.
2.Comprehend main approaches of sustainable urbanism: people-centric cities, inclusive cities, climate-resilient cities, 

sustainable mobility.
3.Relate issues and approaches to one’s own immediate environment (e.g. case studies).
4.Describe main methodologies to evaluate and implement sustainable cities: integrated urban planning, 

evidence-based design.
5.Argue for one’s own decision to analyse an observed phenomenon, use a specific methodology, infer causality and 

potential impact of proposed solutions.
6.Apply theoretical concepts and methodologies to frame an observed problem / phenomenon and analyse it (selected 

concept / methodology).
7.Hypothesise the cause of an observed phenomenon and the impact of a proposed solution.
8.Describe/explain the methodologies, approaches and techniques of participatory planning.
9.Apply basic practical skills (e.g. digital spatial analysis) to analyse architectural and urban systems and inform design 

processes in practical case studies.
10.Reflect on one’s own progress in interpersonal/soft skills (e.g. teamwork skills, public speaking) developed through 

groups projects, fieldwork and workshops.



Learning outcomes: soft skills
1. Think creatively
2. Develop strategy to solve problems
3. Interact with others
4. Process qualitative information
5. Work in teams
6. Meet commitments
7. Accept constructive criticism
8. Evaluate data, information and digital content
9. Use questioning techniques

10. Address an audience
11. Demonstrate curiosity
12. Adapt to change
13. Deal with uncertainty



InPlanEd Lasting Effect
Final outcomes, Impact and Long-term perspective



InPlanEd coming to an end?

Transforming education through 
forward-thinking solutions
∙ The InPlanEd project aspired to create a 

multidisciplinary course focusing on 
Integrated Planning

∙ Main pillars: Urban, Mobility, Participatory and 
Evidence-based Planning

∙ The project embarked into the world of COILs, 
facing challenges, while opening new 
educational pathways



InPlanEd Key Outcomes

1. A transferable COIL course on integrated planning 
approaches

2. An Open Learning Platform with the developed Open 
Educational Material & Resources on integrated planning 
approaches

3. Training of higher education students and practitioners in 
innovative learning practices for integrated planning 
approaches 

4. An open online guide describing how to develop a COIL 
HED course on integrated planning approaches

Key Outcomes & Impact



InPlanEd Impact:

• Educational:  
Providing the framework and resources for developing a 
MSc-level COIL course on integrated planning approaches 

• Scientific/Policy: 
Highlighting the significance of integrated planning approaches 
on battling climate change, for liveable and inclusive cities 

Key Outcomes & Impact



• The Guide accompanying the developed COIL course will 
function as a roadmap to any HEI intending to implement a 
COIL course on integrated planning. This roadmap will identify 
the roadblocks and provide the resources.

• The developed material and resources will be an important 
input to NTUA’s and UCY’s educational activities long after the 
InPlanEd conclusion

• The project outcomes will urge non-academic organisations 
that are not part of formal HED process, to initiate learning 
activities beyond Higher Education targeting professionals and 
practitioners* 

*a crucial missing point in planning education 

Sustainability Considerations



• The coordinator (NTUA) will continue to maintain the InPlanEd 
Open Learning Platform, free and accessible to anyone 
interested, making easily available all InPlanEd didactic material 
and Open Educational Resources 

• The implementation of InPlanEd course and activities in general 
sparked the interest of the local partners

• A community around integrated planning in Greece and Cyprus 
is gradually emerging

• Publication of results in key academic conferences and scientific 
events for spatial planning highlight the importance of the 
project regarding climate-resilient integrated planning and 
planning education at a European level 

Sustainability Considerations



Beyond InPlanEd

∙ Integrated planning should receive more 
attention!

∙ Postgraduate programmes should invest in 
integrated planning

∙ COIL courses (though challenging) could be a 
solution for future educational initiatives 

∙ Contemporary planning needs call for a 
“Transnational Network of Integrated Planning”

What’s next? Let’s take the “Integrated way”



thank you!



Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) 
or Virtual Exchange

In order to qualify as COIL, a learning activity should be:

• Collaborative: It involves a cross-border collaboration 
or interaction with people from different backgrounds 
and cultures

• Online: the interaction between the students and 
staff in question takes place (mostly or exclusively) 
online, whether it is asynchronous or synchronous.

• International: It must be driven by a set of 
internationalized learning outcomes aimed at 
developing global perspectives and/or fostering 
students’ intercultural competences

• Learning: There must be a reflective component that 
helps students think critically about such interactions.

COIL promotes inter-disciplinary & inter-cultural 
collaborations, which at the core of InPlanEd’s 
approach

Source: SUNY COIL Center



Context
Action: Erasmus+ Cooperation partnerships in higher education 

Funding: 250.000 euros

Timeline: 30 Dec 2022 – 29 Apr 2025 (28 Months) 

Full project Title: Integrated Planning Approaches in higher Education: Collaborative Educational 
Prototype towards Integrated Approaches in the Planning of Inclusive, People-centric and 
Climate-resilient Cities

Applicant: National Technical University of Athens, Greece

Partners: 
• Commonspace (CS) – Greece
• University of Cyprus (UCY) – Cyprus
• European Association of Planning Schools (AESOP) – Belgium
• Noumena - Spain

Associates – Supporting partners: Greek Planners Association, Hellenic Institute of Transportation 
Engineers, Cyprus Architects Association, Institute for Advanced Architecture of Catalonia


