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Abstract
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1 Cornelius Castoriadis (1922-1997) was a philosopher, an economist, and a psychoanalyst. 
Born in Constantinople (1922), lived in Athens (1922 -1945) and Paris (1945-1997). In 1945 
he got aboard the ship Mataroa, together with other Greek intellectuals, writers, and artists, in 
order to escape from anti-communist prosecutions at the outbreak of the Greek Civil War, and 
migrated to Paris where he spent the rest of his life. He was the founder of the group and 
journal Socialisme ou Barbarie (1949-1966); worked as an economist at the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development OECD (1948-1970); joined the psychoanalytic 
group Quatrième Groupe; and worked at the Faculty of École des Hautes Études en Sciences 
Sociales (EHESS). He died in 1997.











Properties of magmas

M1 If M is a magma, one can mark, in M, an indefinite number 
of ensembles

M2 If M is a magma, one can mark, in M, magmas other than M
M3 If M is a magma, M cannot be partitioned into magmas
M4 If M is a magma, every decomposition of M into ensembles 

leaves a magma as residue
M5 What is not a magma is an ensemble or is nothing

Source: Castoriadis, 1983/1997, p. 297
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