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n March 27, 2021, during the 
the 

French Symphonic and Lyric Orchestras, musicians from specialized orchestras, occupiers 
, and students formed a large orchestra of solidary musicians2. 

 

 

group participates. This is particularly relevant to the 
organization of different projects. Every one or two months, rehearsals take place in a 
deprived neighbourhood of Athens (Victoria square, Perama, Amerikis Square3, etc.), 
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instead of the regular one at the 
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campaigns for social justice and peace, with the most recent example concerning the war 
in Gaza and Palestine6.  
The aim of this presentation is to explore how this impulsive bottom-up initiative can/has 

-
essentially as an antidote to the harsh regeneration and touristification policies that hit 
actually the Greek cities. Building upon my own participation to the A.O. during 2021-
2022, I seek to understand to what extend such an initiative  a community of joy, care 
and solidarity, and an urban utopia, as I would like to call it  may be capable of 
transforming, in the mid-term, both public space and the relations performed within 
public space. Considering its ephemeral and sporadic performances and actions, to what 
extend can an initiative such the A.O. play a role in shaping the neighbourhood and the city 
fabric overall? I am particularly interested in examining the potential of such initiatives yet 
also the significant challenges they pose as regards appropriation, belonging, and 
reclaiming the city. 
enhance and leverage such initiatives in a view of coming closer to the ideals of the Just 
City and the Right to the City? How can planners ensure that such bottom-up initiatives 
can be taken under consideration in decision-making processes? What kind of spaces 
could accommodate such initiatives that promote interaction among diverse people yet 
often they challenge the established status quo? 
 
 

Keywords: Open Orchestra/Athens, culture, art/ist, solidarity, political action, spatial justice, 
public space appropriation, transformative power 
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utopia. Utopia is tied to multiple realities, more or less distant, but nowadays, in the 21st 
century, it is not tied to the real  

 

 describes all those who suffer from a very arranged daily life, the 
catastrophic misery of housing and of suburban dwellers, of those living in housing ghettos, 

 
15  
16

 



in derelict old city-centers, and in successive urban expansions far from downtown. He 
writes:  

It is enough to understand the daily life of someone who runs from his home to the nearest 
 or not so close  station of the overflowing subway, to the office or to the factory, to take 

the way back in the evening, to come home, to regain his strength, and start again, the day 
after. This generalized misery goes hand-in-hand with the 'pleasures' that disguise it and, 
which become therefore the means of escape  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 is 
Techniques, art, knowledge, pass into the service of everyday life in order to 

transform it  (ibid.129).  

rt i , is put at the service of the urban: Leaving aside representation, ornament, 
decoration, art can become "praxis and poiesis  (poetry ) on the social scale: the art of living 
in the city as an oeuvre/ work of art  (  
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commons are vibrant and 
dynamic social systems which evolve around values of self-management, collective 
ownership and the equitable administration of resources or goods created by different 
communities to ensure the survival and well-being of each of their members individually, 
yet also collectively through the community ( : 
26).  

Still, commons are not simply resources or goods we share, 
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This commoning activity or 

 

only material, such as 
earth, energy and water, but can also be intangible, such as education and 
knowledge ( : 27, 29). Even more importantly, c
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a 
realizable utopia through the transformation of everyday life in and by the "urban"
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