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187Strategies for the post-speculative city

iming to bring young professionals together to discuss and work on 
planning issues, the Association of European Schools of Planning 
(AESOP) launched the European Urban Summer School (EUSS) in 
2010. From a great variety of backgrounds and countries, encom-
passing North and South America as well as Europe, a total of 
15 young professionals started their work in Madrid, Spain, on 8 

September 2013. This was not a random day; it was a Sunday, which showed how 
motivated and interested the group was on this course. Getting to know about the 
programme and its purpose the students had to register themselves, following the 
instructions, which were clearly stated on the official AESOP website. 

The event consisted of field work, lectures and team work, which after 7 days 
was transformed into a presentation of clearly identified problems and solutions. 
After one site visit and the theoretical part, at which local problems were criti-
cally presented, together with some background requests, the professionals were 
divided into 3 groups of 5 students, which the organisers divided according to the 
professionals’ formation to create diverse as well as balanced teams.

During the week, it was not just the comprehension about the topic that got 
clearer, but also its complexity and the necessity to link the sustainable triad: 
social, economic and environmental. The groups were expected to articulate their 
life experiences with each other. It required time and an open mind when seeking 
to fill the gap that existed between individuals and their approaches. (Extracted 
from Delicias Group final report)

The selected working areas encompassed three different urban circumstances: 
the Delicias Axis, a void of 23 hectares located in the inner city, requiring new 
ideas for its proper inclusion in the existing urban fabric; the Vallecas neighbour-
hood, a large development built during the last decade, when the sustainable 
principles specified at the end of the past century were mandatory; and the 
areas encompassed in the Southeast Strategies, the largest urban expansion ever 
planned for the city of Madrid which were facing a new meaning in the present 
period of stagnation.

After a week working on their respective sites and hours discussing the situ-
ation they were involved in, the three groups produced fresh, stimulating and 
innovative proposalswhich are presented in the following pages. 
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