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Introduction
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1 Non- but does not automatically see this as negative instead, 
the capacity to regulate is limited. (Jenkins 2013). Nagati describes this condition as non- iation 

(Nagati, 2016:33).
2 As built: A key architectural instrument to document existing buildings. As-built drawings commonly show changes on-site to 
original construction plans using redline drawings. Measured drawings are prepared to represent the situation as is. Final record 

-  



The text is organised into seven sections. The next section introduces the house as a
knowledge object as central premise of an approach. Then conceptual model of the shaering
layers of change (Brand, 1994) are explored as visual, analytical frame to argue for a multi
scalar reading of typological change from the ground up. This is followed by methods and
results, and then discussed under the premise of new orders. The conclusion reflects on urban
compounding as a process and product, of housing what is and what could be, in uncertain
times.

The house as epistemic object, exclusive knowledges
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3 th 
a clear cultural binary. Archival and legal documents (e.g. the Report of the Johannesburg Housing Commission (Chas. Lane 
Sansom, Chairman, 1903), Black Housing, The Key to a Stable Black Society (The National Development and Management 
Foundation, South Africa, 1978) Native Housing in South Africa (Calderwood, 1952) and the Minimum Standards of Housing 
Accommodation for Non-Europeans) display clearly separated strategies and predictions for housing requirements of black, 
white or coloured people.
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Shearing layers of change and red line drawings

 
4 Brand discusses the knowledge of buildings from a material perspective and deconstructs the house made of components 

5 market 

t th
economy, the informal other half of economic activity, the world of self-sufficiency and barter of goods and services within a very 

groups of 
so 

rom a 
(Braudel, 1981:23-25). At the time (15th 18th century) it included the dealings of foreign exchange, linked to distant 

trade movement and complicated credit arrangements, was transnational and operated upon principles of monopoly (Braudel, 
1981). In the bungalow compounds under investigation material life relates to the composite of formal and non-formal activities 
(and structures) that govern their everyday.



To access these exclusive knowledges, and to understand the role of the house and what it is 
housing in a complex and opaque urban context - as architectural element and equally as 
planning paradigm, the work has developed a particular approach and proposed an analytical 
format . It so follows Simone and 

(2017) call for re-description methodologically, by employing the professional 
format of red line drawings, in combination with analytical layering
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6 The bungalow compounds were investigated on site from 2018 to 2020.
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7 Currency being understood as a standardized medium of exchange that indicates (monetary) value.
8

services and transforming social relationships (Graeber, 2012).
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