
QUALITY RECOGNITION 
PROGRAMME

13th March, 2025
AESOP Heads of Schools Meeting, 
University of Liverpool

Christopher Maidment
University of Reading
Member of the Excellence in Education Board 



2

MISSION: 
To safeguard the quality of planning education and enable 
continual quality support to AESOP member schools under 

constantly changing demands



2023 – 2026 EXCELLENCE IN 
EDUCATION BOARD



4

2023 – 2026 FRAMEWORK

AESOP QR builds 
on peer learning 
and engagement, 
reflexivity, 
creativity, 
deliberation and 
openness to trigger 
change in response 
to current and 
future challenges 
and opportunities 
for planning 
education. 



2024-25 REVISED 
APPLICATION FORM



HOW TO APPLY?
EEB advises the applicants to complete the AESOP Quality Recognition 
(QR) application form through a collective group programme meeting: 
▪ QR Criteria: The application form comprises a total of 13 QR criteria and a final item 

(14) to nominate showcase practices. 

▪ Guidance text: Outlines the rationale behind QR criteria, poses questions to 

prompt reflection, and provides possible examples to consider.

▪ Examples: At most, two examples, in enough detail to evidence each claim and 

showcase exemplary practices.

▪ Structure: We encourage the use sub-titles, bullet-points and diagrams.

▪ Use of Supplementary Material: 

▪ Quality Assurance Mechanisms: Tell us about the institutional structure and how 

the programme sits within it.

▪ Applicability: How integrated into the programme is it? Is it core or optional?

▪ Word Counts: Please stick to the word limits!



QR CRITERIA



QR CRITERIA

Artificial 
Intelligence 
(embedded in a 
several criteria)

Spatial 
Justice

Temporal
Dimensions





Rationale

Questions

Examples
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REVISED REPORT 
TEMPLATES

Interim Report

I. GENERAL COMMENTS

II. COMMENTS 
CONCERNING THE QR 
CRITERIA divided into  
sections 

Final Evaluation Report

I. GENERAL INFORMATION;

II. QUALITY IN PLANNING EDUCATION:

– Key Characteristics of the Programme 
(educational vision, mission, 
distinctiveness)

– Principles of Pedagogy  (recognised in 
sections and particular criteria)

– Showcase Practices 
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FEEDBACK MEETING

▪ Serves to clarify possible doubts about the suggestions 

and comments given in the Interim Report. 

▪ Opportunity to meet colleagues and jointly discuss both 

general and specific aspects of programme’s quality.

▪ Aimed to discuss which best practices should be 

disseminated within the AESOP community. 
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EEB MEETING



THANK YOU
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REVISION - Topics of 
Interest 
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EXPLORATIONS ON TOPICS OF INTEREST
SOCIO-SPATIAL JUSTICE in Planning Education Interview/Webinar, 
1 September, 2024 organised by Zeynep Enlil with 

Roberto Rocco, TU Delft, and Federico Savini, University of Amsterdam + 
EEB Participants: Mina di Marino, Angelique Chettiparamb, Tijana Dabovic
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EXPLORATIONS ON TOPICS OF INTEREST
AI IN PLANNING EDUCATION – Interview with Andy Hudson-Smith, 
UCL, organised by Juliana Martins & Paulo Silva – will be organised as a 
webinar in May, 2025.
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EXPLORATIONS ON TOPICS OF INTEREST
TEMPORAL DIMENSION - Interview with Carl Steinitz, Harvard, UCL + 
explorations at the Round Table on Temporality in Planning Thought, 
Paris + 
literature review conducted by Tijana Dabovic and discussion within EEB.



 RESULTING REVISION of the QR AF:
 

• QR Criteria Reordering and Clustering;
• Additions to the Introduction, Top Tips;
• Adding guidance on topics of interest (SJ, AI, TD);
• Merging the QR Application Form with the Guidance 

document


