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Say hi to Lovisa!





Artificial intelligence
 

…or: syntehetic competent (?) attention



Attention deficit order: attention as a scarce 
resource in planning practice



Competent attention
=

 [time]+[competence]+[engagement]



The economics of attention
Herbert Simon 

Designing Organizations for an Information Rich World (1971)

“In an information-rich world, the wealth of information means a 
dearth of something else: a scarcity of whatever it is that 
information consumes. What information consumes is rather 
obvious: it consumes the attention of its recipients. 

Hence a wealth of information creates a poverty of attention 
and a need to allocate that attention efficiently among the 
overabundance of information sources that might consume it”

“How can we design organizations, business firms, and 
government agencies to operate effectively in such a world? 
How can we arrange to conserve and effectively allocate the 
scarce attention?”



The promise of AI as an attention-economizing 
device?

Or



Image source: https://wisernotify.com/blog/chatgpt-users/



OpenAI models’ performance

o1 outperforms PhD level humans in 
chemistry, biology, physics

Image source: OpenAI

GPT4 passes the US bar examination



Improve this park!

Årstafältets stadsdelspark, image source: White Architects



The brief/prompts:
1) Present five types of design interventions that can make the proposed park depicted 

in the image more attractive to visitors while also corresponding more closely to the 
CPTED principles. Discuss the pros and cons of the proposed changes. 

2) Apply the suggested principles to the design proposal. Suggest specific locations in 
the park that can be redesigned to better implement these principles, and how.

3) Suggest which of the above-proposed redesigns which may be achievable with a 
total additional budget expenditure of €100000 or less.

4) One edge of the proposed park contains a playground and an outdoor gym. There is 
also an interactive multiple-fountain water play area located within the park. Based 
on the principles used above (CPTED and visitor attractivity), do you suggest 
retaining the placement of these features within the park or relocating them to other 
locations in the park? If they are to be relocated in the park - to where? Please 
provide pros and cons for maintaining and/or changing the placement of each 
element.



What is the displayed level of urban design/ CPTED 
competence?

Assessed level of professional competence 
by three urban design/CPTED experts:

 1.  Amateur
 2.  Recently graduate bachelor student
 3.  Recently graduated master student
 4.  Junior professional
 5.  Senior professional



Metzger, J. (2015). “Contested urban ecology: Knowledge, social order 
and hierarchy in environmental sustainability–planning in Stockholm.” 
Geoforum, 61, 85–94.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2015.02.003
“In the article Jonathan Metzger examines how different epistemological perspectives and 
forms of expertise influence the planning of environmental sustainability in Stockholm. 

Metzger highlights how various actors—including municipal authorities, researchers, 
consultants, and citizen groups—compete to define what “sustainability” entails and to 
legitimize their respective viewpoints and proposed measures. The article analyzes, 
among other aspects, how certain forms of knowledge are accorded greater value than 
others in decision-making processes, creating hierarchies and tensions concerning who 
is perceived as the most credible voice in planning contexts. It also demonstrates how 
different interest groups adapt their arguments to gain a stronger foothold. 

Metzger contends that these conflicts over environmental knowledge and expertise are 
not merely about facts or research, but also about power, social order, and how the city’s 
development should be shaped. ”

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2015.02.003


Competent synthetic attention, yes – but enduring 
need for human expertise ’in the loop’



What are the labour market impacts?



Source: Eloundou et al, 2024, supplementary material, p 62





Analysis of O*NET occupation 19-3051.00 “Urban and Regional Planners 
exposure to automation by LLM, based on revised Eloundou et al, 2024 
methodology 

• Overall Weighted 
Exposure of 25 listed 
work tasks, weighted on 
the basis of their stated 
centrality to the job: 
6.2840 / 19.45 ≈ 0.323 
(32.3%) 

• Implication: 
approximately 32% of 
current planning-related 
work tasks can be 
automated by an LLM 
according to this 
analysis

Task No. Task Description
GPT Exposure 

Score
Importance 

(0–100)
Importance 

(0–1)
Weighted Contribution (Score × 

Importance)

1

Design, promote, or administer 
government plans or policies 
affecting land use, zoning, 
public utilities, community 
facilities, housing, or 
transportation.

0.25 92 0.92 0.25 × 0.92 = 0.2300

2

Advise planning officials on 
project feasibility, 
cost-effectiveness, regulatory 
conformance, or possible 
alternatives.

0.30 90 0.90 0.30 × 0.90 = 0.2700

3

Create, prepare, or requisition 
graphic or narrative reports on 
land use data, including land 
area maps overlaid with 
geographic variables, such as 
population density.

0.55 89 0.89 0.55 × 0.89 = 0.4895



“There are some hard choices 
involved in producing any plan for 
the long-term development of the 
city […] and it is difficult to see the 
kind of design and decision-making 
involved in such planning being 
replaced by an AI. The sheer range of 
factors and the uncertainties 
involved cannot be automated using 
any available AI technology.”
(Batty, 2018:5)

…?



Thank you.

jonathan.metzger@abe.kth.se


