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Figure 1: Location of Historic Centre of Izmir

Figure 2: th Century (source: Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam as cited in 



Figure 3: A Gravure form (Cornelis de Bruyn, source: Archive of Konak Municipality, 2021)



Figure 4: International Trade Routes of Ottoman Empire in the 18th Century (illustrated by authors, Source: p. 125)









Figure 5: Ancient City Illustration on Present Historic City (illustrated by the authors)



The increment of trade and opening of European consulates also led to increase in population 
of Greeks, Jewish people, Armenians, Frenchs, Netherlanders, and British people in the 17th

century (Goffman, 1995). Turks settled on the slopes of Kadifekale, Jewsih people were around 

extending from the port to the north along the coast, Greeks were just behind Levantines and 
Armenian neighbourhood was between Greek and Turkish neighbourhood (Figure 6)
1972).

Figure 6: Neighbourhoods in the 19th Century (illustrated by authors, Source: , et al., 2022, 
p. 114)

The city had become an attraction centre for people from diverse religion and nationalities since 
17th century. Especially after ahitnames signed between Ottoman and European states, 
European merchants came frequently to the city and some of them settled (Goffman, 1995).

The inner harbour was filled in 19th century, and several planning studies were carried out for 
the reconstruction of the city. The overall macroform of the city and components forming urban 
pattern are investigated throughout plans and maps of the 19th century, which is the heydays 
colourful and multicultural life of Smyrna. 





Figure 7: Smyrna Part in -7), illustrated by the authors to focus of 
the City of Smyrna (Source: American Geographical Society, 2021)



The Storari map also shows that the commercial centre of the city developed, and many khans 
were built in this period. The bazaar was spread around the inner harbour towards the non-
Muslim quarter in the north of the city by the end of the 19th century.

Figure 8: Map of Luigi Storari (1854-56) (Source: Konak Municipality Archive, 2021)



Figure 9: Storari Map on Present Historic City (illustrated by the authors)



Dated 1876, the Saad Plan clearly represents urban layout and main transportation infrastructure 
at those time (Figure 10). The railway connections were built to export the products grown in 
the Aegean Region through the port and significantly shaped the urban morphology. 

-Izmir railway was completed in 1866. In the 
Plan, Alsancak Station and Basmane Station, railway routes, breakwater and port are seen 
together for the first time. With Alsancak Station and its facilities, the east of the station was
developed as an industrial zone (named as today) and the west as a residential area in
Punta region. Industrial buildings and density of urbanization increased in this area. 

Components of Smyrna Ancient City are also seen in the plan. The acropolis is shown as 
Ancient Fortresse, traces of Stadium, Theatre, and Temple are indicated, and Agora and 

Customs of Turks 

barracks and manoeuvre area, which are not survived today, as also shown in the Graves Map. 
Near to barracks, there was a prison, which is seen in the first time.  

Long narrow parcels between the shore and Frenk Street led to emergence of passageways 
, distributed across residential areas, storage facilities, and shops erected on 

either side (Beyru, 2011b). Sanitary Office, Lighthouse Office, Passport Office, Port Captain's 
Office, Fish Market were located next to lighthouse. Steamboat and Letter Post agencies, 
foreign consulates, as well as breweries, cafes, and casinos were near to sea.  



Figure 10: Map of Lamec Saad 1876 (Source: Konak Municipality Archive, 2021)



Figure 11: Saad Map on Present Historic City (illustrated by the authors)



After Lamec Saad Plan, two major fire disasters occurred in the city, which led to preparation 
of Goad Insurance Plans (Figure 12, Figure 13). The Insurance Plan was prepared by Charles 
Edward Goad in 1905 focusing on the commercial areas of the city where the need of insurance 
is high.

The Goad Plans are consisted of 11 detailed maps with scaled 1:3600 and a legend. The maps
are significant documents to understand commercial land use of early 20th century. The areas 
near to port and historic bazaar area were issued in the maps. The area covers 73,5 hectares,
77% of which is in the boundary of management site today. In a way, these areas are valuable 
for maintenance of port city functions. Also, in the legend several names of owners were 
indicated. Diversity of these names from different cultures and ethnicities show the cultural 
diversity in the city at those times.

Figure 12: Index and Legend of the Goad Plans 
(Source: Archives of Konak Municipality, 2021)



Figure 13: Insurance Plan of 1905 - Charles Edward Goad Plan (Source: Archives of Konak 
Municipality, 2021)

The 1905 Goad Insurance Plans are analysed by matching with today's maps. For the 
illustration, studies of Rauf Beyru (2011b) and George Poulimenos (2022) are used (Figure 14, 
Figure 15).

The Insurance Plans covers an area of approximately 73.54 hectares, and 56.80 hectares of 
which is also in the boundaries of management site today. Commercial uses, production and 
storage areas, service facilities, houses, and other uses are shown in the maps. Besides, ferhanes 
and inns are seen as main building typologies in the city. 
Region was the administrative and commercial centre of the city in 1905, but the central 
functions began to spread towards to Punta region.



Figure 14: The Uses of Buildings in the Goad Insurance Maps ((illustrated by the authors)



Figure 15: Legend of the Goad Map  



The area distribution of the 1905 map is evaluated (Table 1). The majority of the buildings in
number with 34,5% are daily commercial uses, which is followed by housing areas with 21.7%. 
This also shows the active and vibrant life of the city. Also, inn, bazaar, and ferhane types of 
buildings covers around 38,8%, and warehouses covers 17,4% of the total area. Hence, 
commercial buildings are mostly concentrated close to coastal area as the main land use. The 
Goad Plan illustrates that the city was colourful with commercial buildings, traditional arts, 
small producers, merchants, as well as residential uses and entertainment and leisure facilities. 

Table 1:  Distribution of Building Types and Uses in the Goad Insurance Map

Building Types and Uses
Building Total Area

No. (%) m2 (%)

Inn, Bazaar, Ferhane 211 5.7% 201216 38.8%

Warehouses 322 8.7% 90204 17.4%

Housing Areas 806 21.7% 61345 11.8%

Daily Commercial Uses 1278 34.5% 49099 9.5%

Production 394 10.6% 34351 6.6%

Public Buildings 88 2.4% 32794 6.3%

Entertainment and Leisure 279 7.5% 24153 4.7%
Agent, Stock Exchange, Bank, Insurance Companies 
and Offices

161 4.3% 12301 2.4%

Traditional Arts 80 2.2% 4644 0.9%

Accommodation Facilities 18 0.5% 4625 0.9%

Trade of Other Products 72 1.9% 4321 0.8%

Total 3709 100.0% 519052 100.0%

The commercial buildings such as hotels, cafes, restaurants, clubs were mostly located along 
the First Kordon, while these types of uses were Bazaar. These kinds of 
popular buildings of those times, where people interact with each other, were in associated with 
the Frenk Neighbourhood, spreading over the ferhanes, shops, passages and commercial streets.

Close to seaside, near to Bazaar, there were hotels, office uses, banks, stock market 
structure, agencies and inns used as storage areas, related to the First Kordon Street and Custom 
Pier. In the Bazaar, inns and passages were used as commercial buildings and storage 
areas. The map also shows that the uses such as stores, pharmacies, chapels, flea markets, 
tailors, shoemakers, candy shops, coal shops, clothing shops and antique shops were intensified. 
It is also noticed that some streets and bazaars were specialized in certain functions and 
craftworks, such as (means chest makers) street, confectioner street, butchers street, 
loggers street, glass sellers street, honey sellers, pancakes street, jewelers' bazaar, stoneworkers' 
bazaar, flea market, fish market, chestnut market.

For the social and economic life, different communities were making living by diverse 

and working as tailor, shoemaker, furrier, saddler, herbalist, butcher, turban and cap maker for 
both women and men, farriers, coppersmiths, jewellers, and alike (Bauden, 2003).

Greeks were the highest population after Turks, from 17th century to middle of 19th century. 
They were settled neat to commercial district and close to Churches. Greeks works in almost 



all sectors, while most of them were engaged in agriculture in the hinterland of Smyrna. They 
are also work as merchants, boatmen, tailors, bottlers, shoemakers, grocers, tavern keeper, 
butcher, grocer, greengrocer and tellak .

Armenians were the smallest population when compared to other communities. Living in the 
Armenian Quarter, named as Haynots, Armenians were composed of diversified communities, 
such as Gregorian, Catholic, and Protestants (Hovannisian, 2018). Close to the Caravan Road, 
Armenians were active in international trade, they were intermediary actors in transfer of 
Iranian silk carried through caravans and other products to European ports.

Jewish people migrated from Portugal and Spain settled in Izmir. They were both rich and poor 
Jewish, many of them had their own business (Bauden, 2003)
custom revenues, act as money changer and broker, and served as intermediary for merchants
(Frangakis-Syrett, 2006).

Levantine communities are of English, Dutch, Italian, French, Hungarian and Slavic origin. 
They worked in banking, finance, insurance, and logistics sectors, especially in trade and 
industrial works. They were active in construction of docks, railway investments, operation of 
tram and ferry lines, as well as, sustaining communication between local producers and sellers 
in agriculture sector .

-Vue or Bella-Vista was along the Frenk Street
. The narrow and long passages near to coastline were named Frenkhane, 

up on both sides of these ferhanes. Ferhanes also represented western type of consumption 
(Beyru, 2011b). Levantines constituted clubs, where they followed the printed publications in 
Europe, which had libraries, arcades, ballrooms, and theatres .

The inns and ferhanes are analysed further to understand predominant characteristic building 
typologies in the Goad Insurance Maps (Figure 16, Figure 17). Names of inns and ferhanes in 
the Goad Plan are determined according to study of Rauf Beyru (2011b) (Table 2, Table 3).
Inns are typological buildings used in the commercial life of the city in the past to meet buying, 
selling, storing, and accommodation needs of people engaged in trade, especially caravan trade 
(Ersoy, 1988). There are 120 inns on
the Goad Map. Most of the inns were in the arc form, adjusting to the Anafartalar street, which 



Figure 16: Inns in the Goad Plan on Present Historic City (illustrated by the authors)



Table 2: Inns in the Goad Map
1 Barbaris Inn 41 81 Medrese Inn

2 Çamur Inn 42 82 Enver Bey Inn

3 43 Acem Inn 83

4 Sen Tom Inn 44 84

5 45 85 Yasin Bey Inn

6 Arap Inn 46 Süleyman Efendi Inn 86 Tabur Efendi Inn

7 47 Gifrey (Guifrey) Inn 87 Pederi Inn

8 48 Maarif Inn 88

9 Coya Inn 49 89 Arabi Inn

10 Küçük Vezir Inn 50 Maarif Inn 90 Ahmet Efendi Inn

11 51 91 Süleyman Efendi Inn

12 Arap Inn 52 Pirinç Inn 92

13 53 Uzun Inn 93 Hüseyin Bey Inn

14 Venedis Inn 54 94 Tütün Inn

15 Arapyan (Arap) Inn 55 Bidayet Inn 95

16 56 Küçük Demir Inn 96

17 57 97

18 Essayan (Eseyan) Inn 58 98

19 59 General Inn 99

20 Osman Kaptan Inn 60 100 Emin Efendi Inn

21 Macela (Maçela) Inn 61 Eseyan Inn 101

22 Girit (Kiritikos) Inn 62 102

23 Büyük Vezir Inn 63 103 Kamil Bey Inn

24 Osmanzade Inn 64 104 Diremsiz Süleyman Inn

25 65 105 Hasta Hane Inn

26 66 Cezayir Inn 106 Küçük Hasta Hane Inn

27 67 Sabri Bey Inn 107

28 68 Cambaz Inn 108

29 Selvili Inn 69 109

30 70 Müsavvit Inn 110 Küçük Barut Inn

31 71 Keten (Terzi) Inn 111

32 72 Büyük Demir Inn 112

33 73 113 Bey Inn

34 Mirkelam Inn 74 114

35 75 115 Batak Inn

36 76 Maksudyan Inn 116

37 Yandevi Inn 77 Karantina Inn 117 Arap (Eski Cezayir) Inn

38 Çukur Inn 78 118 Evliyazade Inn

39 79 Halima Inn 119

40 Arap Inn 80 120 Ekmekçi Inn

The inns on the first Kordon Street, nearby the Customs Pier, are in different sizes and forms. 
one after the other from the beginning of Sahur Street 



between inns and the pier. In similar, the linear Government Street (today Cumhuriyet 
Boulevard) was also composed of inns around.

Another region where inns form a cluster is near to Osmaniye Street (todays Mimar Kemalettin 
Street), which is associated to Basmane Station, and Mahmudiye Street (today's Halit Ziya 
Boulevard). Besides, there were the Fisherman's Market Mosque and bath, Hisar Mosque and 
Acem Mosque, which were characteristic to the area. 

There were 34 Ferhane buildings, 31 of which were located within the boundaries of 
management site, as shown on the Goad Map. Ferhanes covered a total area of approximately 
47,546 m² and around 42,643 m² in the management site. It can be seen that ferhanes had diverse 
functions such as businesses related to food and beverage, workplaces with alcohol drinks,
agencies, stores, and dealers in Frenk Neighbourhood.

Table 3: Ferhane Buildings in the Goad Map

1 Atanasiades Ferhanesi 18 Lombardo Ferhanesi
2 Tenekides Ferhanesi 19 Sinaitiko Ferhanesi
3 Yusuf Bey Ferhanesi 20 Rossi Ferhanesi
4 Nomsi Ferhanesi 21 Anastas Agha Ferhanesi
5 Kupecioglu Ferhanesi 22 Arapyan Ferhanesi
6 Ruk Ferhanesi 23
7 Kupecioglu Ferhanesi (Partly Out of Area) 24 Bahaduri Ferhanesi
8 Konstan Ferhanesi (Partly Out of Area) 25 Yusuf Ferhanesi and Bonmarse Store
9 Sayian Ferhanesi (Partly Out of Site) 26 Sofia Ferhanesi
10 Matei Ferhanesi (Partly Out of Site) 27 Baltaci Ferhanesi
11 Aliotti Ferhanesi (Partly Out of Site) 28 Megistis Lavras Ferhanesi
12 Vlisides Ferhane (Partly Out of Area) 29 Greek Consulate Ferhanesi
13 Moraitini Ferhanesi 30 Jerusalem Patriarchate Ferhanesi
14 Mingetti Ferhanesi 31
15 Boskovic Ferhanesi 32 Ekizler Ferhanesi
16 Vital Ferhanesi 33 Vercimanoglu Ferhanesi
17 Spanudi Ferhanesi 34 Spartan Ferhanesi



Figure 17: Ferhanes in the Goad Plan on Present Historic City (illustrated by the authors)



The Goad Insurance Plans, dated 1905, presents significant details. The Goad plans show the 
most significant and vulnerable place of the city, the most vital part of the historic city near to 
port. This area witnessed to cultural life of heydays of Smyrna, when diverse communities were 
living side by side, charming intellectual life of the merchants were happening in the 20th

century. 

When the historic city is analysed throughout the maps, it is seen that settled part increased,
building typologies diversified based on daily uses and trading activities, and infilled areas in 
the gulf changed the coastal line. However, the 1922 fire, also noted as Smyrna Catastrophe 
and The Great Fire of Smyrna in the history, not only affected built environment but also 
multicultural life of the city. 

The fire affected northern part of commercial area (Figure 18), whole Armenian and Frenk 
neighbourhoods, significant part of Greek neighbourhood, and some part of Turkish 
neighbourhood. Spatially, inns, ferhane buildings, public buildings, several religious buildings 
including churches were destroyed due to the fire. The place of Greek and Armenian 
neighbourhoods redesigned as urban park, named Kültürpark in the Republican Period. 

boulevards as main roads not only damaged to the historic pattern but also caused to complete 
destruction of several inns and partly demolishment of several inns, such as Selvili Inn, Büyük 
Demir Inn, and Çukur Inn. 
buildings, including mosques, synagogues, several churches, as well as street pattern of 1852 
and 1905 shaping the urban fabric have conserved today. 

Although changes in urban pattern and living population over time, there is still significant 
conserved urban fabric. This urban fabric is registered as conserved areas diversified as urban 
conservation area, archaeological conserved area, historic conserved area, and natural 
conserved areas, also including diversified types of registered buildings based on the national 
legislative framework. However, interpretation and presentation installations of the historic 
centre of Izmir is insufficient today. It is not clear for a visitor or local to understand the cultural 
significance of the historic centre, which is composed of traces of tangible and intangible values 
from different times, diverse cultures and communities. 



Figure 18: Synthesis of Conserved and Destroyed Places 










