










In the proximity city, the way of experiencing the city also changes: we move from suffering 
mobility to chosen mobility, hyper-proximity leads to new socio-economic models, plants and 
biodiversity become an integral part of this approach. Density must in fact be understood in a 
reasoned way with green connectors to be made with living materials present throughout the 
life cycle to be combined with internal green spaces, roofs, squares and streets that foster social 
bond. Green spaces in the compact city are an attractive factor as they are places where people 
can take a break near their home by reducing forced mobility.
For Moreno, the services available must then be optimized with the use of digital technologies 
and collaborative models, transforming digitization into an inclusion factor and creating new 
generation multimodal public services.
Technological innovation can contribute profoundly to the improvement of services for 
citizens: the multitude of data available can become social objects and be designed for new uses 
in which new technologies and social inclusion are linked: from personalized public health to 
open spaces for culture, from open collaborative systems to the best quality of life for the third 
and fourth age.



Accordingly with the concepts illustrated above, the emblematic case of the former fair of 
Rome, interested by dismission and then isolation from the rest of the neighbourhood, will be 
illustrated.

The case study: methodology and results
The methodology used for the case study of the former fair of Rome is constituted by the 
collection and overlapping of both primary and secondary data. The primary data are constituted 
by the site visits (with photos, perceptive surveys, analysis of the built environment, mobility 
system, green system, and main users and uses), the study of the planimetries of the place and 
its surroundings (related to the built environment, mobility system, green system) and the 
proposed project interventions. The secondary data are constituted by the bibliographical 
research of the history of the former fair, the general regulatory plan variant, and the process of 
participation.
Accordingly, the case study will be illustrated in relation to: a brief history of the place; the 
2011 variant of the 2008 general plan of Rome (Italian acronym P.R.G.); the results of the 2015 
process of participation carried out by the Rome municipality and the 2020 agreement for the 
redevelopment of the former fair approved by the Municipal Assembly; the outcomes of the 
analysis of place and the proposed project interventions carried out in the framework of the
Urban Planning Course at DICEA Sapienza University of Rome by the author of this study and 
her students according to the achievements of both the analysis and the 2015 process of 
participation also in relation to the questions related to proximity.







This natural barrier will be open in some points such as the urban gardens - with a path that 
will create a large green surface meant as a meeting place for the new neighbourhood and where 
the multidisciplinary hub will be located.
As regards to the mobility system, the new residential buildings should occupy the site of the 
former fair area according to a fabric system permeated with cycle and pedestrian paths, 
greenery and small squares that connect the area to the rest of the neighbourhood. The main 
connections must ensure sustainable and innovative mobility with privilege for public transport.
To protect against noise and air pollution generated by the heavy traffic on Via Cristoforo 
Colombo, the 28 m buffer zone envisaged by the variant will have to become a green area and 
public car parks acting as a natural filter through modelling of the terrain and the planting of 
various tree species useful for this purpose. The road surface of the Colombo section in front 
of the former Fair must be made with sound-absorbing materials as a further measure to reduce 
noise pollution.
The laboratory finally requested that the new buildings and streets be realized with simple and 
effective maintenance to prevent the new project interventions from degradation. To guarantee 
maintenance, it was required the greatest use of materials and methods that achieve the highest 
possible degree of maintainability of the materials and new artefacts, with characteristics of the 
materials and of the design definition suitable for defence against vandalism. It is also required 
to build buildings that are totally self-sufficient from an energy point of view as a model of the 
new housing culture.



Accordingly, the idea was to create an only one area as a sort of multifunctional and 
multigenerational place, - which takes into account both the urban identity, flexibility and 



liveability - and that can change uses in different hours (e.g. a school can became a gym in the 
afternoon or shops can become laboratories of art in the evening). For this reason, it was decided 
to recover one of the existing warehouses of the former fair the most identitarian one -,
transforming it into a cultural hub, where various types of cultural activities can be carried out 
inside, creating a community centre of reference for residents.
Furthermore, it was decided to realize the new residential buildings with "pilotis" on the ground 
floor where various commercial environments are located and public activities can be included, 
such as libraries, study spaces, recreational spaces to offer services for every age group. 
To make the area accessible to the various inhabitants of the neighbourhood, it was decided to 
insert a car park under the buildings. 

billboards and signs should be inserted for a suitable 
orientation

The proximity Charter
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