
Saturation as urban crisis. 
Understanding Anthropocene from two flooded cities of the Global 

South

Guevara Viquez Sofia
Gef, CNAM, France

sofiaguevaraviquez@gmail.com
sofia.guevara@univ-tours.fr

Orcid ID : https://orcid.org/0009-0003-6319-6047

Leclercq Romain 
IRD, Hydrosciences Montpellier (UMR 5050)

romain.leclercq@ird.fr
Orcid ID : https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4198-6075

Abstract (up to 125 words)
The paper proposes to shed light on the articulation of global processes typical of urban trajectories in southern 
cities and crises at the local scale, based on a comparative analysis in two cities frequently affected by floods, 
Dakar (Senegal) and San José (Costa Rica). In doing so, the paper aims to clarify the notions of 'crisis' and 'disaster' 
in urban contexts in the Anthropocene by linking them to that of 'saturation'. We highlight three results. First, using 
flooding as an example, saturation sheds light on the processes that shape cities and their disasters. Second, 
saturation highlights the specific ways in which water interacts with urban environments. Finally, the findings 
touch on the capacity of actors to cope with these crises.
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1 Centre National de Ressources Textuelles, 26-07-2023, « Saturation », https://www.cnrtl.fr/definition/saturation 











2

 
2 Data collected in February 2017 from the National Institute of Statistics and Census (INEC). 
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3 One example is the minutes of 10 July 1995. 
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